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6 CH0 6 / 1 A r ep o r t  

 
Gen er a l  

 
This was the third year that  the com ponent  has been exam ined. Most  cent res have 

been with the schem e since its int roduct ion, so have built  up expert ise in its 

im plem entat ion and adm inist rat ion. Teachers have built  upon their  experience of 

the schem e and prepared their  candidates well for the assessm ent  tasks. As in 

2011 m any high total m arks were awarded. I n som e cent res all candidates scored 

m axim um  or near m axim um  m arks. 

 

There were fewer adm inist rat ion errors this year. However there rem ain som e 

cent res that  fail to send the correct  sam ple of work to the m oderator, do not  

include teachers’ values with the sam ple or m ark the work in such a way that  the 

award of m arks cannot  readily be followed. 

Cent re assessors are advised to read this report  and the equivalent  one for 

6CH03/ 01A.  

 

Com m en t s on  t h e ad m in ist r a t ion  o f  t h e sch em e 

Som e com m ents m ade in the 6CH03/ 01A report  also apply to this schem e. 

• I t  is im portant  that  cent res check that  the candidate num bers on the record 

sheets are the sam e as those on the ent ry lists. When candidates com plete the 

record sheet  headings them selves this is not  always the case. 

• The only pieces of work required by the m oderator are those from  the 

candidates selected by Edexcel plus the highest  and lowest  scoring candidates, 

if these are not  already included in the requested sam ple. There is no need to 

send any other work. 

• Som e cent res cont inue to send, with the sam ples, the record sheets of the 

whole ent ry. This is not  necessary 

• I t  is pleasing to report  that  m ost  cent res included teacher’s values if act iv ity c 

tasks, A2C1 or A2C3, had been carr ied out  and included as count ing m arks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessm en t s 

Act iv i t y  a( GPC)  

Alm ost  all cent res now correct ly com plete the record sheets to list  five core 

pract icals as act ivity a tasks 

Non-count ing assessm ent  tasks m ay be listed as GPC tasks on the record sheet . 

However those b, c and d tasks for which the m ark is included in the total m ark 

should not  also be listed as GPC tasks. 

 

Act i v i t y  b  Qu al i t a t i v e ob ser v at ion  

A2B9 The ionic equat ion in (b) ( ii)  was not  well known. Som e candidates wrongly 

suggested that  the cat ion in C was iron( I I )  since the precipitate form ed in (c) ( i)  

darkened on the addit ion of hydrogen peroxide. 

A2B10 The expected green precipitate of nickel hydroxide was not  always 

observed in (c) ( i) .  

A2B11 Som e candidates ident ified the com pound in (c) ( iii)  as H rather than the 

organic product  of the react ion between H  and ethanol.. I f the product  was 

correct ly ident ified as ethyl ethanoate then all that  was required as an explanat ion 

was to state that  the nm r spect rum  had three peaks so three different  hydrogen 

environm ents. 

A2B12 I n (a) ( iii)  it  was possible to infer that  J was a prim ary or secondary alcohol 

and not  just  an “alcohol” . 

The four tasks available in 2011-2012 are no longer valid and m ust  not  be used 

for assessm ent  of this act ivity in 2012-2013. Four replacement  tasks are to be 

found on the secure web site. The 2011-2012 tasks m ay be used as pract ice 

exercises since they are no longer secure. 

 

Act iv i t y  c Qu an t i t a t i v e m easu r em en t  

A2C1 To score the first  m ark in (a)  the graph, rather than the scales, should 

cover at  least  half of the graph paper in either direct ion. I f the candidate m akes 

an error reading the volum e, V, in (b)  then the teacher should correct  the volum e 

before awarding the accuracy m arks.  

A2C2 I n part  (b)  the answer is to suggest  that  the order is zero with respect  to 

iodine. I t  is not  correct  to award a m ark for stat ing that  the rate is zero with 

respect  to iodine. 

A2C3 This task alm ost  always scores highly for those candidates with good 

t it rat ion skills.  However, even these candidates often fail to give the answers to 

the calculat ions in (a)  and (b)  to either three or four significant  figures as 

required. 

A2C4 The m arking of this task by cent re assessors was som et im es slight ly 

careless and over-generous. Table 1 was often awarded full m arks even though it  

included errors in the conversions of the data. Misplot ted points were often 

overlooked on the graph. 



 

Act iv i t y  d  Pr ep ar a t ion  

A2D1 This preparat ion cont inues to give high m arks for candidates. Generally 

errors in the calculat ion of the m axim um  m ass in (a)  were corrected by cent re 

assessors before the m arks for yield were awarded in (b) .  

A2D2 This st raight - forward and successful preparat ion cont inues to give high 

scores. 

A2D3 This is the m ore popular of the two organic preparat ions giving good yields 

of crystals. 

Mu l t i - st ag e act iv i t y  

A2M1 A sm all num ber of cent res took the opportunity to assess their  candidates 

using this extended task. Within a cent re it  is allowed for som e candidates to 

subm it  this task and for others to use separate c and d tasks as part  of their  m ark 

profile.  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Su m m ar y  

The m oderators thank cent re assessors, candidates and technicians for their  part  

in the im plem entat ion of the 6CH06 internal assessm ent  schem e. Cent re 

assessors m ust  m ake absolutely sure that  they are using the correct  assessm ent  

tasks for 2012-2013. These are posted on the Edexcel Chem ist ry website from  

Septem ber, 2012. 



6 CH0 6 / 1 B r ep o r t   
 

Gen er a l  

 

This was the third year that  the com ponent  has been exam ined. Most  cent res have 

been with the schem e since its int roduct ion, so have built  up expert ise in its 

im plem entat ion and adm inist rat ion. Teachers have built  upon their  experience of 

the schem e and prepare their  candidates well for the assessm ent  tasks. As in 

2011 m any high total m arks were awarded.  

There were fewer adm inist rat ion errors this year. However there rem ain som e 

cent res that  do not  include teachers’ values with the sam ple. 

Teachers are advised to read this report  and the equivalent  one for 6CH03/ 01B.  

 

Com m en t s on  t h e ad m in ist r a t ion  o f  t h e sch em e 

Som e com m ents m ade in the 6CH03/ 01B report  also apply to this schem e. 

• I t  is im portant  that  cent res check that  the candidate num bers on the record 

sheets are the sam e as those on the ent ry lists. When candidates com plete the 

record sheet  headings them selves this is not  always the case. 

• The scripts from  som e cent res com e to the exam iner already m arked by the 

teacher. Presum ably this is done to allow the best  assessm ent  that  the 

candidate has carr ied out  to be included in the work sent  to the exam iner. This 

pract ice is acceptable but  cent res are asked to carry out  any m arking in pencil 

to avoid any confusion with the exam iner’s annotat ions and m arks which m ust  

be in red. 

• The exam iner will only m ark one each of the b, c and d tasks. I f a cent re sends 

all of the tasks carr ied out  then the examiner will m ark the tasks entered on the 

record sheet .  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Assessm en t s 

 

Act iv i t y  a( GPC)  

Alm ost  all cent res now correct ly com plete the record sheets to list  five core 

pract icals as act ivity a tasks 

Non-count ing assessm ent  tasks m ay be listed as GPC tasks on the record sheet . 

However b, c and d tasks that  are subm it ted for m arking should not  also be listed 

as GPC tasks. 

 

Act i v i t y  b  Qu al i t a t i v e ob ser v at ion  

A2B9 The ionic equat ion in (b) ( ii)  was not  well known. Som e candidates wrongly 

suggested that  the cat ion in C was iron( I I )  since the precipitate form ed in (c) ( i)  

darkened on the addit ion of hydrogen peroxide. 

A2B10 The expected green precipitate of nickel hydroxide was not  always 

observed in (c) ( i) .  

A2B11 Som e candidates ident ified the com pound in (c) ( iii)  as H rather than the 

organic product  of the react ion between H  and ethanol. I f the product  was 

correct ly ident ified as ethyl ethanoate then all that  was required as an explanat ion 

was to state that  the nm r spect rum  had three peaks so three different  hydrogen 

environm ents. 

A2B12 I n (a) ( iii)  it  was possible to infer that  J was a prim ary or secondary alcohol 

and not  just  an “alcohol” . 

The four tasks available in 2011-2012 are no longer valid and m ust  not  be used 

for assessm ent  of this act ivity in 2012-2013. Four replacement  tasks are to be 

found on the secure web site. The 2011-2012 tasks m ay be used as pract ice 

exercises since they are no longer secure. 

 

 

Act iv i t y  c Qu an t i t a t i v e m easu r em en t  

A2C1 To score the first  m ark in (a)  the graph, rather than the scales, should 

cover at  least  half of the graph paper in either direct ion. I f the candidate m akes 

an error reading the volum e, V, in (b)  then the teacher should correct  the volum e 

before awarding the accuracy m arks.  

A2C2 I n part  (b)  the answer is to suggest  that  the order is zero with respect  to 

iodine. I t  is not  correct  to award a m ark for stat ing that  the rate is zero with 

respect  to iodine. 

A2C3 This task alm ost  always scores highly for those candidates with good 

t it rat ion skills.  However, even these candidates often fail to give the answers to 

the calculat ions in (a)  and (b)  to either three or four significant  figures as 

required. 

A2C4 Table 1 often included errors in the conversions of the data. Candidates 

som et im es m isplot ted points on the graph.  

 



Act iv i t y  d  Pr ep ar a t ion  

A2D1 This preparat ion cont inues to give high m arks for candidates. Errors in the 

calculat ion of the m axim um  m ass in (a)  were corrected by exam iners before the 

m arks for yield were awarded in (b) .  

A2D2 This st raight - forward and successful preparat ion cont inues to give high 

scores. 

A2D3 This is the m ore popular of the two organic preparat ions giving good yields 

of crystals. 

 

Su m m ar y  

The exam iners thank teachers, candidates and technicians for their  part  in the 

im plem entat ion of the 6CH06 internal assessm ent  schem e. Teachers m ust  m ake 

absolutely sure that  they are using the correct  assessm ent  tasks for 2012-2013. 

These are posted on the Edexcel Chem ist ry website from  Septem ber, 2012. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further copies of this publicat ion are available from  

Edexcel Publicat ions, Adam sway, Mansfield, Not ts, NG18 4FN 

 

Telephone 01623 467467 

Fax 01623 450481 

Email publicat ion.orders@edexcel.com  

Order Code UA031867  Sum mer 2012 

 

 

For more informat ion on Edexcel qualificat ions, please v isit   

www.edexcel.com / quals 

 

 

Pearson Educat ion Lim ited. Registered com pany number 872828  

with its registered office at  Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE 


